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MONTANA  STATE  LIBRARY 
;5!5  E.  6th  AVE 
"ELENA,  MONTANA  59620 

Board  of  County  Commissioners,  Sheridan  County  Courthouse,  Plentywood,  MT 
Robert  Marlenee,  Mayor,  City  of  Plentywood,  205  1st  Avenue  W.,  Plentywood,  MT 
Doug  Smith,  County  Planner,  Sheridan  Co.  Courthouse,  Plentywood,  MT 
Bill  Juve,  Co.  Contractor,  401  East  Boundary  Avenue,  Plentywood,  MT 
Robert  Richardson,  Rocky  Ridge  Wrecking,  R.R.  1,  Box  U,  Antelope,  MT  59211 
Environmental  Quality  Council,  Capitol  Bldg.,  Room  432,  Helena,  MT 
Tom  Ellerhoff,  Environmental  Sciences  Division,  DHES,  Cogswell  Bldg.,  Helena,  MT 
JA hrrold  Chambers,  State  Library,  Capitol  Station,  Helena,  MT 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen: 

Pursuant  to  Administrative  Rules  of  Montana  16.2.604,  the  following 
Preliminary  Environmental  Review  has  been  prepared  by  the  Department  of 
Health  and  Environmental  Sciences  concerningjjlocky  Ridge  Wrecking,  Robert 
S.  Richardson,  of  Antelope,  Montana. 

The  purpose  of  the  Preliminary  Environmental  Review  is  to  inform  all 
interested  governmental  agencies,  public  groups  or  individuals  of  the 
proposed  action  and  to  determine  whether  or  not  the  action  may  have  a 
significant  effect  on  the  human  environment.  This  Preliminary  Environ- 
mental Review  will  be  circulated  for  a period  of  fifteen  (15)  days  at 
which  time  a decision  will  be  made  as  to  our  future  action. 

If  you  care  to  comment  on  this  proposed  action,  please  do  so  within 
the  allotted  time. 

• A 

rely, 

/) 


,a4ry  j.  MITCHELL 
Solid  Waste  Management  Bureau 
Environmental  Sciences  Division 


LDM:vc 
Ends . 


" AN  EQUAL  OPPORTUNITY  EMPLOYER " 


DEPARTMENT  OF  HEALTH  AND  ENVIRONMENTAL  SCIENCES 
Cogswell  Building,  Helena,  Montana  59620 
(406)  449-2821 


PRELIMINARY  ENVIRONMENTAL  REVIEW 


Di vi si on/Bureau  Environmental  Sciences  Division/Solid  Waste  Management  Bureau 

Project  or  Application  Robert  Richardson  dba/Rocky  Ridge  Wrecking 

Description  of  Project  Establishing  and  licensing  a new  motor  vehicle  wrecking 
facility  south  of  Plentywood  near  Antelope,  Montana. 


POTENTIAL  IMPACT  ON  PHYSICAL  ENVIRONMENT 


Comments  on 

Major  Moderate  Minor  None  Unknown  Attached  Pages 


1.  Terrestrial  & aquatic 
li fe  and  habi tats 

2.  Water  quality,  quantity 
and  distribution 

3.  Geology  & soil  quality, 
stability  and  moisture 

4.  Vegetation  cover,  quant- 
ity and  quality 

5.  Aesthetics 

6.  Ai r quali ty 

7.  Unique,  endangered, 
fragile,  or  limited 
environmental  resources 

8.  Demands  on  environmen- 
tal resources  of  land, 
water,  air  & energy 

9.  Historical  and  archaeo- 
logical sites 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

DHES/ESD-1 


POTENTIAL  IMPACTS  ON  HUMAN  ENVIRONMENT 


Comments  on 

Major  Moderate  Minor  None  Unknown  Attached  Pages 


1.  Social  structures  and 
mores 

2.  Cultural  uniqueness 
and  diversity 

3.  Local  and  state  tax 
base  & tax  revenue 

4.  Agricultural  or  in- 
dustrial production 

5.  Human  health 

6.  Quantity  and  distri- 
bution of  community 
and  personal  income 

7.  Access  to  and  quality 
of  recreational  and 
wilderness  activities 

8.  Quantity  and  distri- 
bution of  employment 

9.  Distribution  and 
density  of  population 
and  housing 

10.  Demands  for  govern- 
ment services 

11.  Industrial  & commer- 
ci  al  acti  vi  ty 

12.  Demands  for  energy 

13.  Locally  adopted  en- 
vironmental plans  & 
goals 

14.  Transportation  net- 
works & traffic  flows 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

Other  groups  or  agencies  contacted  or 

which  may  have  overlapping  jurisdiction Sheridan  County  Planning  Board 


Individuals  or  groups  contributing  to  this  PER.  County  Sanitarian 


DHES/ESD-2 


January  21,  1983 


GENERAL  COMMENTS 


The  applicant  has  proposed  the  establishment  of  a motor  vehicle  wrecking 
facility  on  a portion  of  an  80  acre  parcel  of  agricultural  land  south  of 
Plentywood . Before  a license  to  operate  can  be  issued,  the  facility  must 
receive  local  zoning  approval  and  it  must  be  shielded  from  public  view  such 
that  junked  vehicles  are  not  visible  from  a point  six  feet  above  the  center- 
line  of  any  public  road. 

According  to  a certification  on  the  license  application  signed  by  the 
former  county  sanitarian,  local  land  use  zoning  ordinances  do  not  prohibit 
the  establishment  of  a motor  vehicle  wrecking  facility  at  this  proposed 
location. 

The  screening  proposal  for  this  facility  must  take  into  consideration 
the  public  view  vantage  points  along  State  Highway  16  north  of  the  site  and 
a county  road  approximately  one  mile  south  of  the  proposed  location. 

Junked  vehicles  will  be  stored  below  and  behind  an  elevated  bench  between 
the  highway  and  Muddy  Creek.  This  topographical  difference  effectively 
screens  the  vehicles  from  Highway  16  except  for  brief  glimpses  while 
traveling  south  from  Plentywood  as  one  approaches  the  facility.  A short 
but  high  east-west  screen  will  be  required  at  the  north  end  of  the  vehicle 
storage  area  to  shield  the  facility  from  these  vantage  points.  The  appli- 
cant has  proposed  the  construction  of  a fence  and/or  the  transplanting  of 
dense  river  bottom  vegetation  to  screen  this  area. 

The  county  road  south  and  west  of  the  facility  presents  another 
screening  problem.  The  road  appears  to  be  a lightly  travelled  farm  road 
servicing  approximately  four  property  owners.  At  its  nearest  point  the 
road  is  approximately  one  mile  from  the  proposed  site.  Although  the 
Motor  Vehicle  Recycling  and  Disposal  law  and  rules  require  screening 
from  this  and  all  other  public  roads,  this  small  facility  is  barely  dis- 
cernible from  this  vantage  point.  An  early  winter  inspection  after  leaf 
drop  but  before  significant  numbers  of  junk  vehicles  were  stored  at  the 
site  indicates  that  the  riparian  vegetation  along  the  meanders  of  Muddy 
Creek,  existing  farm  buildings  and  haystacks  combined  with  the  distance 
to  the  site  all  limit  the  visual  impact  which  may  result  from  this  facility. 

The  applicant  has  not  proposed  any  specific  shielding  proposal  for 
this  south  or  southwest  side  of  the  facility.  The  terrain  is  generally 
level  with  the  county  roadway  and  screening  is  feasible.  If  it  becomes 
apparent,  as  the  site  fills  to  capacity  with  junk  vehicles,  that  addi- 
tional screening  is  needed  in  this  area,  the  applicant  will  be  required 
and  has  informally  agreed  to  provide  it. 

The  west  perimeter  of  the  proposed  vehicle  storage  area  is  bounded  by 
Muddy  Creek.  In  the  immediate  area  of  the  storage  yard  the  creek  flows 
through  a steep-sided  ravine  approximately  10  feet  deep.  Although  the 
likelihood  of  flooding  over  the  stream  bank  is  minimal,  it  is  important 
both  in  terms  of  avoiding  any  water  pollution  potential  and  the  destruc- 
tion of  valuable  salvage  parts,  to  operate  the  facility  such  that  this 
potential  is  minimized.  Junk  vehicles  should  be  stored  away  from  the 
creek,  especially  during  high  water  periods,  and  repetitive  salvage/dis- 
mantling activities  should  be  performed  in  areas  where  spilled  oil,  fuel 
and  other  fluids  cannot  reach  the  watercourse  either  by  surface  runoff  or 
ground  water  migration. 


GENERAL  COMMENTS  (Cont.) 


There  are  no  licensed  motor  vehicle  wrecking  facilities  in  Sheridan 
County  or  in  adjacent  Daniels  county.  This  proposal  is  the  first  of  its 
kind  in  the  northeast  corner  of  Montana  and  if  operated  aggressively, 
should  succeed  as  a viable  business  venture.  A licensed,  screened 
motor  vehicle  wrecking  faiclity  provides  a repository  for  eyesore  junked 
or  wrecked  motor  vehicles  and  should  improve  the  aesthetics  of  the  area. 

Periodic  routine  inspections  by  state  and  local  junk  vehicle  program 
officials  may  be  required  to  assure  that  the  facility  is  being  operated  in 
compliance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Motor  Vehicle  Recycling  and  Disposal 
law  and  rules.  A minor  amount  of  government  service  and  time  will  be  spent 
in  establishing  office  files  on  the  business  and  in  routine  correspondence 
regarding  licensing  issues  or  other  regulatory  requirements. 


MONTANA  DEPARTMENT  OF  HEALTH  AND  ENVIRONMENTAL  SCIENCES 
Environmental  Sciences  Division 
Solid  Waste  Management  Bureau 
Helena,  Montana  59601 


MOTOR  VEHICLE  W R E _C  K _I  N G FACILITY 

APPLICATION  FOR  LICENSE 


Complete  this  form  and  return  with  attachments  to:  Solid  Waste  Management  Bureau 

Montana  Department  of  Health  and 
Environmental  Sciences 
Room  A201,  Cogswell  Building 
Helena,  MT  59620 

1)  Name  of  applicant:  [?  c b C r-f  S . /?,•  r.  k & i'P  S'  & >1 


2)  Name  of  facility:  A?  <r>  r.-  /I  y /?,  LUk-  e r.  > no 


e.  C.:  . 


II  " 3 H - % .5  Uf  -L  11/  iz  Sec  l(.  - ? h - f~£. 


3)  Address:  /?■£?.  I ft  ^ lA  A uteJ* Mt  5 PXtf 

4)  Size  and  legal  description  of  facility:  icK'S N_  ^ l\/  /-  '/f 


5)  If  you  are  not  the  owner  of  the  premises,  give  name  and  address  of  lessor  who  holds 
title  to  the  property: 


Name: 


Address: 


6)  Attachments:  a)  Map  of  city  or  county  showing  proposed  location  of  facility. 

b)  Drawing  of  proposed  facility  showing  especially  the  type  and 

adequacy  of  shielding  of  facility  from  public  view  and  location 
of  buildings. 

7)  I hereby  certify  that  the  site  of  the  planned  motor  vehicle  wrecking  facility  is 
in  accordance  with  local  government  zoning  and  ordinances  (to  be  signed  by 
appropriate  local  government  off'Oial  having  kiwwledge  of  local  zoning  ordinances)  . 

<a^counts* 

8)  Date  (year  ar$i  month)  th^£  your  facility  will  begin  operation.  (5__C.  1 ^ — (L i — ( Y 6 :J~ — 

SIGNATURE  OF  APPLICANT:  .-1  i PHONE:  dqC  - H 

TITLE:  CP  DATE:  I"??  1 — 


TITLE: 

OF: 
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:2  ^ l */ 
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